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It is vital that we remember, it is our com-

mitment to those who perished, and to each
other; a commitment taken up by your chil-
dren and, hopefully, by the generation to
come. What we remember is gruesome and
painful. But remember we must. Over the
years, we have tried to make certain that
what happened to us was communicated and
continues to be told, and retold, until it be-
comes an inseparable part of the world’s con-
science.

And yet, some fifty years after the Holo-
caust, we continue to be repulsed by revela-
tions about the enormity of the crimes
against our people. And we are shocked to
learn of the behavior of those who could have
helped us, or at least, not hurt us, but who,
instead, actually helped those whose goal
was to wipe us out. Sadly, many of those who
claimed they were neutral were actually in-
volved with the German Nazis. They were
anything but not neutral.

The world has now learned that the Holo-
caust was not only the greatest murder of
humanity, the greatest crime against hu-
manity, but also the greatest robbery in the
history of mankind. Driven from our homes,
stripped of family heirlooms—indeed of all
our possessions—the German Nazis and their
collaborators took anything that was or
could be of value for recycling. They stole
from the living and even defiled the Jewish
dead, tearing out gold fillings and cutting off
fingers to recover wedding bands from our
loved ones who they had murdered.

But the German Nazis did not—could not—
do it alone. The same people who now offer
reasonable sounding justifications for their
conduct during the Holocaust were, in those
darkest of times, more than eager to profit
from the German war against the Jews.

None of the so-called ‘‘neutral’’ nations
has fully assumed responsibility for its con-
duct during the Holocaust. The bankers, bro-
kers, and business people who helped Nazi
Germany now offer some money to survivors,
but they say little about their collaboration.
They utter not a word about how they sent
fleeing Jews back to the German Nazis’ ma-
chinery of destruction, nor about how they
supported the Nazis in other ways—no ad-
mission of guilt; no regret; no expression of
moral responsibility.

We must guard against dangerous, unin-
tended consequences arising from all that is
going on now. Hopefully, family properties
and other valuables will be returned to their
rightful owners. But the blinding glitter of
gold—the unrealistic expectations created by
all the international publicity—has diverted
attention from the evil which was the Holo-
caust.

For five decades, we survivors vowed that
what happened to our loved ones would be re-
membered and that our experiences would
serve as a warning to future generations. We
must continue to make sure that the images
of gold bars wrapped in yellow Stars of David
do not overshadow the impressions of a
mother protecting her daughter with her
coat, upon which a Star of David is sewn, or
of a young boy desperately clutching his fa-
ther’s hand at Auschwitz/Birkenau before en-
tering the gas chambers.

The search for lost and stolen Jewish-
owned assets has generated enormous pub-
licity and excitement, but it also has created
serious concerns. Gold, bank accounts, insur-
ance policies and other assets have become
the focal point of the Holocaust. That some-
how minimizes Germany’s murderous role.

Great care must be taken to find a balance.
The various investigations must continue to
uncover the hidden or little publicized truths
about the so-called neutral countries that
collaborated, and to recover what rightfully
belongs to the victims, survivors and their
families.

The focus should never be shifted from the
moral and financial responsibility of Ger-
many for the slaughter of our people—acts
for which there is no statute of limitations,
acts for which Germany remains eternally
responsible. Our books should not and can-
not be closed.

Let us Remember.∑

f

DEATH OF FORMER SENATOR
ROMAN L. HRUSKA

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 88, submitted earlier by
Senators HAGEL and KERREY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 88) relative to the

death of the Honorable Roman L. Hruska,
formerly a Senator from the State of Ne-
braska.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 88) was agreed
to, as follows:

S. RES. 88

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
Roman L. Hruska, formerly a Senator from
the State of Nebraska.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the deceased
Senator.
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DESIGNATING THE HENRY CLAY
DESK

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Res. 89, submitted earlier
by Senator MCCONNELL.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 89) designating the

Henry Clay Desk in the Senate Chamber for
assignment to the senior Senator from Ken-
tucky.

There being no objection, the Sen-
ator proceeded to consider the resolu-
tion.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, it is my
distinct honor to support this resolu-
tion submitted today by Senator
MCCONNELL assigning the Henry Clay
Desk in the Senate Chamber to the
senior Senator from Kentucky. This
resolution will ensure that the Henry
Clay Desk will forever stay within the
family of Kentucky Senators.

The Senate has a proud tradition of
passing this type of resolution. During
the 94th Congress, for example, the

Senate adopted a resolution assigning
the Daniel Webster Desk to the senior
Senator from New Hampshire. And,
during the 104th Congress, the Senate
agreed to a resolution ensuring that
the Jefferson Davis Desk would forever
reside with the senior Senator from
Mississippi.

Let me take a brief moment to re-
flect on the life and legacy of Henry
Clay. Henry Clay began his political
career in the Kentucky House of Rep-
resentatives in 1803, at age 27, and re-
mained in public service until his
death in 1852. During Clay’s long and
distinguished career, he served his
state and his nation in a wide range of
capacities including speaker of the
Kentucky House of Representatives,
Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, and, of course, as a
U.S. Senator for fifteen years. Clay
also served President John Quincy
Adams as Secretary of State for four
years, and received his party’s nomina-
tion for President in 1824, 1832, and
1844.

Henry Clay’s ability to facilitate
compromise was quickly recognized in
Washington, and he became well-
known as a highly-skilled negotiator.
This skill, coupled with his knack for
convincing and persuasive speech,
made Clay the ideal appointment in
1814 to help negotiate the Treaty of
Ghent that concluded the war with
Great Britain. And, during Clay’s quest
to save the Union in 1820, he earned his
reputation as ‘‘The Great Com-
promiser’’ by helping broker the Mis-
souri Compromise. His leadership, how-
ever, did not end there. He also went on
to play a significant role in crafting
the Compromise of 1850.

Henry Clay’s lifetime of public serv-
ice is indeed worthy of recognition. He
will always be a role model for public
servants because of his dedication to
the people of Kentucky and to our
great Nation, and lives on his history
as one of the greatest Senators of all
time. In fact, Henry Clay’s portrait is
displayed just off the Senate floor to
honor his designation in 1957, as one of
history’s ‘‘Five Outstanding Senators.’’
Clay certainly deserves today’s honor
of committing his former desk to Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and to the senior Sen-
ators from Kentucky who will follow.

Mr. President, let me say today that
I think Senator MCCONNELL is fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Henry Clay.
He has done a tremendous job rep-
resenting the good people of Kentucky
for the past 15 years. And, on a per-
sonal level, I would like to say that I
have developed a genuine appreciation
for Senator MCCONNELL’s courage, his
political insight, and his keen and can-
did advice on a wide range of subjects.
I value him as a friend, a confidant,
and an advisor, and look forward to
many more years of service with him
here in this chamber.

Mr. President, I am proud today to
support this resolution submitted by
Senator MCCONNELL. It is his strong
desire to maintain the heirloom of the
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